MAY 2010
$3.00 1

"‘

A K e TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD’S 50TH ANJNIVERSARYS




b= ors/exteriors

B Cheap

2y JENNIFER S. KORNEGAY

A local interior designer shares
her secret for a fabulous facelift , 2 el
very budget-friendly. Wy b o

p o heavy tise.
So, what do you do when your living room is in despery
chairs but funds in your home décor budget are running teseeTously low!
Well, if you're lucky enough to have a renowned interior designer as your
mother, you simply invite her over for a visit and casually point out how sad
your little flea-market finds look.
That's just what Megan Barganier Plummer did a few weeks ago, and her
plan worked petfectly. Her mom, the talented Montgomery interior designer
Cindy Barganier, almost instantly formulated a solution. “My daughter, her
hushand and my granddaughter live in Columbus, GA. They have a great
house, built in the 1920s, but she has the typical newlywed complaint: T want
my house to look amazing, but I can’t spend a lot of money,” Cindy said.
In swoops Mom to save the day. “I've helped her, but she has a
oreat sense of style, t00. She’s gone through an evolution of what
she wants her house to be. She started with a lot of color, but now
she’s back to a neutral palette. The walls are all a creamy white.”
One day, while shopping around, Megan glimpsed some potential
in two old chairs she found at a consignment shop. They had good
; STEP 4
bones and lovely barrel-shaped backs, as Megan’s careful eye dis-
cerned, but they also had darkstained wood and dated floral fabric. - TH
“They just wouldn’t work with her look,” Cindy said. Bur they were
such a good deal for quality furniture — only $35 apiece — Megan
bought them anyway. They sat iri her living room for a while, but
with her baby’s baptism coming up and guests expected at the house,
Megan shifted into my-house-mustbeready mode pretty quickly. by
“She knew the look she wanted, neutral fabric loosely covering the chairs to slipper chair's
fabric makes it a
challenging fit for
a neutral decor.
So the search began for fabric, and, unfortunately, Megan kept falling in s

form graceful, swooping arms,” Cindy said. “She felt like if we slip-covered the
chairs, she could get what she was after. She just didn’t know how to do it.”

love with expensive fabrics. Then came Cindy's epiphany. “I was over there
one weekend, and Megan had some drop cloths lying around,” Cindy said.

“They were soft grey with a little fleck; they didn’t look like basic painters’
cloths.”

Cindy went with her instinct and just threw one of the cloths over one of
the chairs. It draped perfectly, and both mother and daughter loved the result.
“Painters’ cloths come in 12-foot widths, and when I started measuring, I real-
ized that if I split one, I would have enough material to do both. So for$22,1
had all the fabric we needed to do both chairs.”

Not only was it cheap — it turned out to be amazingly easy. After the first
= o divide the cloth, no other cuts were made. There was no sewing machine
needed either. Cindy simply folded, tucked and did some stitching directly to

%o chair. Nail-heads, also inexpensive and available at any hardware or home
ment store, provided the finishing touch.
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Want to Cheaplg
Slipcover Your Chairs?

Cindy has shared the technigue she used, broken down into
step-by-step instructions, with Montgomery Living.

“Note: This technique works best with a chair that is the same gen-
wral shape as the one shown in the photo. It is a pretty common chair
e, though, so keep a look out in flea markets, antique shops and con-
=ament shops.

Measure from the floor on the left side up to the top of the

seat, over the seat and back down to the floor on the right
<ide. (This will give you your width for you first cut of cloth,
which will cover the front half of the chair.)

Measure from the top back secam of chair, down the inside

back, across the seat and down the front to the floor. (This
measurement will give you your length for your first cut of cloth,
which will cover the front half of the chair.)

Spread the drop cloth out on the floor and study the size of

the first cut needed ro cover the front half of the chair.
Cindy and Megan were able to cut the canvas into two equal
pieces on the seam line using one piece for each chair. Cindy
then cut the piece needed for the front so that she retained the
pre-hemmed edge as the final bottom hem on the covered chair.

Pin the top curt edge of fabric to the top back seam of the

chair. Stretch it firmly — but not too tightly — down the in-
side back and tuck it into the gap berween the seat and back.
Continue over the seat and allow to the fabric to fall freely to the
floor. Adjust so that the hem is just resting on the floor. Put ex-
cess fabric loosely around the side of the chair and pin it tem-
porarily.

Take the remaining piece of fabric and fold until it is the

right length for attaching to the seam at the top back and
hanging straight down to floor.

Take remaining side “wings” of the back fabric that is now

dangling and fold the top front corner down at a 45 degree
angle, creating a creased diagonal line that will become the fake
sloping arm.

Using a staple gun, secure the fabric at the front leg and the
7 top of the wing.

8 Repeart on the other side.

Go to the inside of the new “arm” that you just created and

turn the first piece of fabric (the one on the front of the
chair) down at the corner to match the 45 degree angle of the
outside piece of fabric and hand-stitch those together using a

blind stitch.

1 Go to the back of the chair and whip stitch (by hand)
the fabric onto the chair, removing pins as you go.

1 Add nail-head trim hammered into the wood frame at
the seat front (optional).

Voila! New chair! 8L
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Montessori Academy’s “prepared environment” is designed spe-
cifically to address the learning styles of each child. Children are
respected as unique individuals and are offered multiple learning
opportunities that enable them to achieve success in the arts,

academics and life-skills.

Founded in 1982, Montessori Academy is dedicated to provid-
ing quality education for children ages 1 through 6 during their
crucial, early years. Over the years the campus has grown and in-
cludes three home-like buildings and five shaded playgroundsall
locared in Montgomery’s beautiful tree-lined historic district.

The Montessori Academy’s dedicated staff of educators is com-
mitted to quality early education with many holding degrees
from recognized universities as well as American Montessori So-
ciety Teacher Certification. Montessori Academy provides op-
portunities for each child to achieve academic success and
become an independent, self-disciplined, socially responsible
member of society.

Montessori students are accepted and excel in coveted private
schools, as well as Montgomery’s limited enrollment magnet
programs. Alumni of Montessori Academy report many civic
and educational successes including leadership positions, aca-
demic awards and acceptance into top colleges and universities

as well as medical and business schools.

Located in Montgomery's beautiful historic district

‘::_@g{&’i&'ﬁﬂ}f@@@}‘_i\ 28 years of quality education
] =7 for the crucial early years
Limited spaces. Call now for a tour.
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